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O’BRIEN INSTITUTE EVENTS 

Flames Health Training Camp 

When: March 13, 2016 

Where: WinSport 

More info 

Change Day Alberta 

When: April 4 

Where: TBA 

More info 

Campus Alberta 2016 

When: May 2, 2016 

Where: Westin, Calgary 

Save the Date! 

 

OTHER PUBLIC HEALTH 

EVENTS 

Office of Health and Medical  

Education Scholarship (OHMES) 

Medical Education  

Specialization Journal Club  

When: Tuesdays 

Where: Rose Room, TRW 3E47 

See full schedule here 

National Conference on  
Tobacco or Health 

When: February 29 - March 2 
Where: Ottawa 

More info 

ZIKA- Experts, Advocacy and a  
Public Health Emergency 

When: March 3 
Where: Engineering Block A-Room 
101, University of Calgary 

More info  

ACP CRIO presents: International 
Developments in Advance Care 
Planning: a panel presentation by 
Drs. Bernard Hammes and Rebecca 
Sudore 

When: March 3 
Where: Online webinar  

More info 

Advanced Investigating and  
Managing Patient Safety Events 

When: March 9, 10, 11, 2016 
Where: Multipurpose room, W21C, 
TRW, Foothills campus 

More info 

Human Dynamics Research  
Strategy Funding:  
Networking Session #2  

When: March 9 
Where: TBA 

More info 

Advance Care Planning World  
Café 

When: March 10 
Where: Triwood Community Centre 

More info 

2016 Symposium on Registry-
Based Randomized Controlled 
Trials:  
Opportunities, Challenges, and 
Solutions  

When: March 11 
Where: Hotel Alma, University of 
Calgary  

More info 

Myth Busting: The Effects of Youth 
Cannabis Use on the Developing 
Brain 

When: March 11 
Where: Sheraton, Calgary  

More info 

25th Annual History of  
Medicine Days Conference at the 
University of Calgary 

When: March 11 - 12 
Where: University of Calgary  

More info 

Biostatistics Workshop: Basic  
Concepts and Methods 

When: April 22 
Where: Health Sciences  
Centre, Foothills campus 

More info 

Sparking Population Health  
Solutions: Research for a  
Healthier Future 

When: April 25 - 28 

Where: Ottawa 

Call for Catalytic Questions  

deadline: April 28 

More info  

Transforming Health Care in  

Remote Communities 

When: April 28 - 30 

Where: Chateau Lacombe  

Hotel, Edmonton  

More info 

Biostatistics Workshop: How to 

Critically Appraise an  

Article 

When: April 29, 2016 

Where: Health Sciences Centre, 

Foothills campus 

More info 

Alberta SPOR SUPPORT Unit:  

Patient Oriented Research  

Summer Institute 2016 

When: May 3 - 4 

Where: Calgary 

More info 

Athens Institute for Education and 

Research 4th Annual International 

Conference on Health & Medical 

Science 

When: May 2 - 5 

Where: Athens, Greece 

More info 

Canadian Association for Health 

Services and Policy  

Research annual conference 

When: May 9 - 12 

Where: Hilton Hotel, Toronto 

More info 

Watch Your Step: National Fall 

Prevention Conference  

When: May 16 - 17 

Where: Coast Plaza Hotel,  

Calgary 

More info  

Health Professions Education  

Research Fundamentals 

When: May 16 - 19 

Where: Toronto 

More info 

Closing the Gap: Indigenous Health 

Innovations Forum 

When: May 25 

Where: Regina 

More info 

Indigenous Health Conference: 

Towards Health and Reconciliation 

When: May 26 - 27 

Where: Toronto  

More info  

Annual Congress of the  

Humanities and Social  

Sciences   

When: May 28 - June 3 

Where: University of Calgary  

More info 

Alberta Innovates Health  

Solutions Training Course on 

Health Research Impact Assess-

ment 

When: June 12 - 15 

Where: Banff 

More info 

CPHA Public Health 2016 

When: June 13 - 16 

Where: Sheraton Centre  

Toronto 

More info 

Public Health CPHA Young  
Researchers Forum  

When: June 13 - 16 

Where: Sheraton Centre  

Toronto 

More info  

Pathways to Reconcilliation 

When: June 15 - 18 

Where: Winnipeg 

More info 

International Society for  

Priorities in Health  

Conference  

When: September 7 - 9 

Where: University of  

Birmingham, UK 

More info 

Under Western Skies: Water, 

Events, Trends, Analysis 

When: September 27 - 30 

Where: Mount Royal University 

More info 

Global Symposium on Health  

Systems Research 

When: November 14 - 16  

Where: Vancouver Convention  

Centre 

More info 

 

IN THE KNOW 

 

W21C Patient Safety Podcast - 

Available on iTunes!  

A new episode of the W21C  

Patient Safety Podcast is now 

available on iTunes. Episode 45 

features  Dr. Chandra Thomas  

discussing safety related to  

medications in patients with  

Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD).  

The Podcast is designed for  

anyone with an interest in  

patient safety, from health care 

providers to the public.  

Visit the podcast website at: 

www.patientsafetypodcast.com 

 

Methods Hub Podcast -  

Available on iTunes! 

A new episode of the  

Methods Hub Podcast is now  

available. Episode 4 features  

Dr Jose Valderas Martinez,  

Professor of Health Services and 

Policy Research at the University of 

Exeter, UK, discusses the use of 

Patient Reported Outcome 

Measures in clinical practice: their 

application, linking to  

management actions, and  

overcoming barriers to  

implementation.  

Visit the podcast website here  

Mount Royal University is current-

ly looking for a Tier II Canadian  

Research Chair in Indigenous  

Studies  

More info 

Indigenous Education: A Call to 

Action course responds to need for 

indigenous dialogue at the  

University of Calgary 

More info 

Canadian Conference on  

Medical Education: Reviewers 

Needed for Abstract Review 

More info 

Alberta SPOR Support Unit  

Services  for researchers 

now open - Includes Patient  

Engagement and  

Consultation and Research  

support 

More info 

 

Dr. Alain Tremblay, Division of  

Respiratory Medicine & 

Arnie Charbonneau Cancer  

Institute, Cumming School of  

Medicine is looking for a part-time 

research clerk or coordinator  

Email alain.tremblay@ucalgary.ca  

AB SPOR SUPPORT Unit Update 

Here 

Alberta Health: Health Trends  

Alberta weekly statistical report  

Here 

Knowledge Translation  

Canada Newsletter 

Here 

 

FOLLOW US ON  

SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

 

WEEKLY SEMINAR SERIES 
 

Department of Community Health Sciences/O’Brien Institute for Public 

Health seminar series 

 

Techniques, theory, and practice for a spatial turn in health research  

WHEN: Friday, February 26, 2016  

 12:00 - 12:50 pm 

WHERE: G500, Health Sciences Centre  

Speaker: Michael F. Goodchild is Emeritus Professor of Geography at the  

University of California, Santa Barbara, where he also holds the title of  

Research Professor. He also holds an affiliate appointment in the Department 

of Geography at the University of Washington. Until his retirement in June 

2012 he was Jack and Laura Dangermond Professor of Geography, and Director 

of UCSB’s Center for Spatial Studies.  

Available through adobe connect here 

 

The next CHS/O’Brien Institute seminar on Friday, March 4 is to be determined. 

Check our website for updates here 

 

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 

If you have any upcoming publications or media coverage you would like to share with 
us, we would love to hear from you! Please send us an email at iph@ucalgary.ca.  

 

Lack of fluoride in Calgary drinking water leads to rise in kids' tooth decay, 
study indicates 
Lindsay McLaren, Richard Musto, CBC  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calgary's city council voted 10-3 in 2011 to stop adding fluoride to the drinking water. (Alex Dental Health 
Bus)  

 

Tooth decay in children in Calgary has worsened since the city stopped  
adding fluoride to drinking water in 2011, according to a new study.  

Lindsay McLaren, the researcher with the O’Brien Institute for Public Health 
who led the study, told the Calgary Eyeopener's David Gray that there 
were more cavities in both Calgary and Edmonton over the period of the study, 
but "it got worse in Calgary, where fluoridation was stopped, than in  
Edmonton."  
Read more, Calgary Herald, Calgary Sun, Edmonton Journal, Globe and Mail,   
Montreal Gazette, Huffington Post, Metro, CTV, Global, 660 News, News Talk 770 

 

Early intervention to prevent clotting during kidney dialysis not always best 
Robert Quinn, Pietro Ravani, UToday 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dr. Robert Quinn, left, and Dr. Pietro Ravani, of the Libin Cardiovascular Institute of Alberta and O’Brien 
Institute for Public Health, are conducting a multi-centre study to compare different vascular access methods 
and for people who receive dialysis. (Riley Brandt/University of Calgary) 

Dialysis is the most common treatment for people with kidney failure world-
wide. But the process, which involves hooking up patients at least three times a 
week to a machine that cleans their blood, can be painful, time-consuming, and 
sometimes ineffective. 

For dialysis to occur, a physician must create entry to the bloodstream, called 
vascular access. Researchers from the University of Calgary’s Cumming School 
of Medicine reviewed different methods available to achieve the most effective 
use of the vascular access. Results from this study were recently published in 
the Cochrane Library. 
Read more 

 
 

Low-income families struggle to feed their kids healthy foods as prices rise 
Lynn McIntyre, Globe and Mail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A worker wraps a shipment for delivery at the distribution centre for Moisson Montreal, the largest food 
bank in Canada, Thursday, Jan. 28, 2016 in Montreal. (Ryan Remiorz/The Canadian Press)  

Rising grocery prices in Canada have renewed calls for a national food policy as 
concerns over the number of Canadians living in so-called food-insecure house-
holds grows.  
 
O’Brien Institute member Lynn McIntyre has studied food insecurity in Canada 
for more than a decade and says, “There’s only one solution for food insecurity, 
and that’s sufficient income to buy food.”  

Read more, The Star 
 
 

Other Members in the news: 

Resuscitation skills training helping to improve cardiac arrest response time 

Adam Cheng 

'You can't do good medicine without good communication skills'  
Cindy Adams 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Engaging community partners, practitioners, and older persons in a knowledge-
to-action plan 

Impact of Exercise on Brain Health and Cognition in Older Adults – a Brain in 
Motion event supported by the O’Brien Institute for Public Health and the 
Hotchkiss Brain Institute, on April 19-20, 2016 – will review the latest findings 
in the topic from an interdisciplinary research group and leaders in the field. 
Attendees will see the latest science on the beneficial effects of exercise and 
physical activity on brain health, sleep, and cognitive performance in older 
adults. 
 
On April 20, Active Living Forum: A Community of Knowledge Exchange Event 
will share information on the role of active living and physical activity in  
preventing age-associated cognitive decline and enhancing mental health, 
while exploring how that new knowledge may be employed to improve the 
mental health of older Calgarians. 
 

More info 

 

City of Calgary requesting feedback on Civic Census Survey 

The Census and Election Office is reaching out to users of Civic Census data to 
determine how you use the information and request input into the future  
direction of the census. The survey will only take a few minutes to complete 
and your responses may be used to show Calgarians why it is important for 
them to participate in the annual census.  

Survey here 
 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) funding  

opportunities 

CIHR institute of aboriginal peoples’ health 
Indigenous mentorship network program pre-announcement 
Please see the CIHR Website here to read a pre-announcement for this  
funding opportunity. 

Embedded Clinician Researcher Salary Award  
Application deadline - March 3, 2016 
More info  

Team Grant: Big Data on Dementia  
Internal deadline - March 21, 2016 
More info 

Team Grant: Pathways to Health Equity for Aboriginal People  
Application deadline - October 3, 2016 
More info 

 

Alberta Innovates Health Solutions (AIHS) funding  
opportunities  
 

Visiting Scientist Program 
Next expected deadline - March 1, 2016 
More info 

Clinician Fellowship 
Internal deadline - March 30, 2016 
More info 

Health Research New Investigator Award 
Application deadline - September 15, 2016 
More info 
 

Alberta Health Services funding opportunities 

Choosing Wisely Canada - Cancer List (2016 Seed Funding Competition)  
Application deadline - March 9, 2016 
More info 

Cancer Strategic Clinical Network and Cancer Control Alberta Choosing Wisely 
Canada - Cancer List  
Application deadline - March 11, 2016 
More info 
 

Canadian Cancer Society Research Institute (CCSRI) funding  
opportunities  

Innovation Grants 
Internal deadline - March 30, 2016 
More info 

Innovation to Impact Grants  
Internal deadline - March 30, 2016 
More info 

Knowledge to Action Grants 
Application deadline - April 13, 2016 
More info 

Prevention Research Grants 
Internal deadline - June 23, 2016 
More info 
 

Internal Funding Opportunities 

CSM Research Enhancement Program 
More info 

O’Brien Institute Catalyst funding and event sponsorship opportunities  
More info  

O’Brien Institute Postdoctoral funding opportunity  
More info  

Cumming Postdoctoral Scholar Program 
More info 

CSM Graduate Student Scholarship Program 
More info 

CSM New Undergraduate Medical Education Scholarship Program 
More info 
 

Other Funding Opportunities 
 

Strategy for Patient Oriented Research (SPOR) Primary and Integrated Health 
Care Innovation Network (PIHCIN) Funding Opportunities  
More info 

Brain Canada-Huntington Society of Canada Creating HD Clinician-Scientist-to
-Patient Virtual Networks Multi-Investigator Research Initiative (MIRI)  
Internal deadline - March 2, 2016 
More info 

Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI) “Striving for Global Leadership and 
Reaping the Benefits” 
Internal notice of intent deadline - March 6, 2016 
More info 

Banting Research Foundation Discovery Award 
Internal deadline - March 11, 2016 
More info 

Bladder Cancer Advocacy Network Young Investigator Award  
Internal deadline - March 14, 2016 
More info 

Craig H. Neilson Foundation Psychosocial Research Grant  
Internal deadline - March 23, 2016 
More info 

IC-IMPACTS Collaborative Research Innovation Projects in the area of 
“Portable Diagnostics and Analyzers”  
Internal deadline - March 28, 2016 
More info 

Canadian Liver Foundation Operating Grants  
Internal deadline - March 29, 2016 
More info 

SickKids Foundation New Investigator Research Grant 
Internal deadline - April 18, 2016 
More info 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC)  Connection Grants 
Internal deadline - April 28, 2016 
More info 

Australian Institute of Health Innovation International Prize in Resilient 
Health Care 
Submission deadline - May 31, 2016 
More info  

Bill and Melinda Gates - Grand Challenges China: New Interventions for  
Global Health  
Internal deadline - June 13, 2016 
More info 

BioCanRx Clinical, Social and Economic Impact (CSEI) Program 
Internal deadline - July 27, 2016 
More info 

CANet  Meeting Grant Program (MGP)  
Application deadline - December 23, 2016 
More info 

____________________________________________________________ 

The O’Brien Institute for Public Health would like to direct you to our website for a 

more comprehensive listing of Funding Opportunities from the Research  

Offices of the University of Calgary and the University of Alberta. Please visit the  

O’Brien Institute for Public Health website by clicking here. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

GOOD READS 

Why did Calgary cave to chemophobes over fluoridation? 

When Calgary city council decided to end water fluoridation in 2011, one  
outcome was clear: The number of cavities in children was going to go up. 

Five years later, we have the hard evidence that the perfectly predictable has 
indeed come to pass. 

A study published in the journal Community Dentistry and Oral Epidemiology 
shows that Grade 2 students in Calgary had an average of 3.8 more cavities in 
2013-14 than they did in 2004-05.  
Read more  
 

First Nations in ‘state of shock’ as they declare public-health emergency 

First Nations leaders from northern Ontario declared a public-health  
emergency on Wednesday related to what they called a dire shortage of basic 
medical supplies and an epidemic of suicides among young people. 

The declaration — essentially a desperate plea for help — calls for urgent  
action from the federal and provincial governments to address a crisis they said 
has resulted in needless suffering and deaths. 
Read more 
 

The guaranteed annual income: A little idea that might just solve some very 
big problems 

Changes in Canadian public policy tend to be incremental, but a groundswell 
seems to be building for a plan that could radically remake our social benefits 
structure. 

The idea – guaranteed annual income – is not new; it’s been argued over by 
academics since at least the 1940s, and a version was tested in Manitoba in the 
1970s. 
Read more  
 

Marathon 24- to 26-hour doctor shifts may be unsafe for patients: experts 

Pilots, truck drivers and bus drivers in Canada are not allowed to work for more 
than 13 or 14 continuous hours. But many of Canada's 12,000 resident doctors 
may be working almost twice that, between 24 and 26 hours, according to 
guidelines in several provinces. 

Some experts believe this poses a serious risk to patient safety as it can impair 
judgment, reflexes and decision-making — and can ultimately lead to mistakes. 
Read more  

 
Alberta mother's battle puts spotlight on First Nations medical care rejections 

An Alberta mother is challenging the federal government over its refusal to pay 
for her daughter's medical care. 

Stacey Shiner lives outside Calgary. Her daughter Kennedy is a member of the 
Sucker Creek First Nation. Kennedy has braces to correct a severe overbite and 
molars which were growing in sideways.  
Read more 
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