








 

 

 

 

have also withheld our standing operating procedure as its release would disadvantage 

ESR’s commercial activities pursuant to section 9(2)(i) of the Act. 

 

For records on the tests we do for influenza viral culture, please see the attached 

spreadsheet: 

- Influenza_Antigenic_Typing_Data_20201209_redacted 

 

Columns with missing data have been redacted to protect the privacy of natural persons 

pursuant to section 9(2)(a) of the Act. 

 

We grow influenza samples in both MDCK cells and SIAT cells. Sometimes we are 

successful, and the samples grow in both cell lines. Other times the sample only grows in 

one. If a sample grows in both cell lines, we only perform an HAI test on one of these 

samples. 

 

There are two results (rows) for each accession. If both results are negative, the sample did 

not grow, and we do not have an isolate. If one row has a like or low reactor to a sera result, 

we are successful in obtaining an isolate. The other row for this accession should have a ‘not 
tested’ result. 
 

Your right to seek a review 

 

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision. 

Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz 

or freephone 0800 802 602.  

 

Thank you for your request. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Jill Vintiner 

Joint General Manager Health and Environment Group - Health 

ESR 

 

 

 

 


