
 
 

 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: doh.sm.BOB-FOIL <foil@health.ny.gov> 
Date: Thu, Dec 9, 2021, 9:33 AM 
Subject: FOIL Number: 21-02-073 
To: WilliamAHuston@gmail.com <WilliamAHuston@gmail.com> 
 
 

Good Morning, 

  

      Kindly see the attached correspondence from the New York State Department of Health in regards to 
the above-referenced FOIL request. 

  

Regards, 

  

Records Access Office 

New York State Department of Health 

Corning Tower, Rm 2364 

Albany, NY 12237 

P: (518) 474-8734 

F: (518) 486-9144 

Email: foil@health.ny.gov 
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      December 9, 2021 
 
 
 
William Huston 
Terra Vigilate 
P.O. Box 22 
Endicott, NY  13761 
 
      FOIL #: 21-02-073 
 
Dear Mr. Huston: 
 
 This letter responds to your Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) request of February 1, 
2021, in which you requested “[r]ecords which indicate that the virus* which purportedly causes 
COVID-19 disease, has been isolated. (* Known by various names, including SARS-nCoV, 
SARS-COV-2, 2019-nCoV, SARS2-nCoV- 19, HCoV-19, etc).”  
 

Please be advised that the culture and isolation of SARS-CoV-2 virus is a time-consuming 
process and a high biohazard procedure, that can only be performed in a certified biosafety level 
3 (BSL-3) laboratory. Very few clinical laboratories can perform this procedure as most do not 
have BSL-3 facilities.  The New York State Department of Health’s Wadsworth Center 
(“Wadsworth”) does have BSL-3 laboratories and as of November 12, 2021, has performed 
cultures on a total of 306 specimens from COVID patients, randomly selected throughout the 
pandemic.  Due to the cost and labor-intensive nature of the procedure, it is only performed on a 
small fraction of samples.  From these 306 specimens, the SARS-CoV-2 virus has been isolated 
194 times.  
 

The lineage of the harvested viruses from the cultures is determined by analyzing the 
entire genomic viral sequence following next generation sequencing. This is also a costly and 
time-consuming procedure, only performed on a small percentage of samples.  For 85 of the 
inoculated samples that grew, the virus lineage (variant type) is not known at this time as the 
sequence analysis has not been performed.   
 

Further, variants are only assigned a Greek letter by the World Health Organization when 
they are determined to be Variants of Interest or Variants of Concern.  Thus, there have been 
numerous variants identified that do not have a Greek letter designation. For the 109 samples 
that have been cultured and sequenced at Wadsworth, the lineage and variant classifications 
identified are shown in the table below:  
 

SARS-CoV-2 Lineage 
Greek letter 
designation 

Number of Different Samples That 
Grew 

B.1 N/A 34 

B.1.1.207 N/A 5 

B.1.1.348  N/A 2 

B.1.1.519 N/A 1 



2 

B.1.1.7 Alpha 21 

B.1.2 N/A 2 

B.1.108 N/A 2 

B.1.243  N/A 6 

B.1.319 N/A 1 

B.1.346 N/A 1 

B.1.351 Beta 1 

B.1.369 N/A 1 

B.1.375 N/A 1 

B.1.409 N/A 1 

B.1.427 
Epsilon 

1 

B.1.429 4 

B.1.525 Eta 1 

B.1.526  Iota 6 

B.1.617.2 Delta 5 

AY.24 Delta (sub-lineage) 1 

AY.25 Delta (sub-lineage) 1 

AY.26 Delta (sub-lineage) 1 

AY.44 Delta (sub-lineage) 3 

C.37 Lambda 1 

P.1 Gamma 2 

P.2 Zeta 3 

R.1 N/A 1 

Total   109 

 N/A - not applicable  

  
(No Greek letter 

assigned)   

 
 Should you feel that you have been unlawfully denied access to records, you may 
appeal such denial in writing within 30 days to the Records Access Appeals Officer, Division of 
Legal Affairs, Empire State Plaza, 2438 Corning Tower, Albany, New York 12237-0026. 
 
 If you require additional information or wish to discuss this matter further, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at (518) 474-8734. 
 
      Sincerely,  
 
 
 
      Rosemarie Hewig, Esq. 
      Records Access Officer  
 
 
RH/bae 
 





Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

FOIL #: 21-11-095 

doh.sm.BOB-FOIL <foil@health.ny.gov> Tue, Dec 7, 2021 at 4:46 PM
To: "cmssyc@gmail.com" <cmssyc@gmail.com>

 

 

 

Good Afternoon,

 

Attached you will find the NYS Department of Health's Extension letter for the above referenced matter.

 

 

Thank you
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