


 
 
 

 

Our response to your request: 

We are not aware that ESR holds any studies and/or reports that uses purified Clostridium 
Tetani bacteria to prove causation via satisfying Koch's Postulates of the alleged Tetanus 
disease (lockjaw) in animals and/or humans. We accordingly rely on section 18(e) of the Act 
– that the documents containing the information requested cannot be found at ESR. 

Fulfilling Koch’s postulates was used over 100 years ago to determine if an organism 
actually caused a disease; in the case of Tetanus this has been undisputed for decades.  

It is not ESR’s role to justify something this long proven and accepted worldwide.  

We direct you to the following links below for further information:  

https://surv.esr.cri.nz/PDF_surveillance/AnnualRpt/AnnualSurv/2019/2019AnnualNDReport_

FINAL.pdf 

https://surv.esr.cri.nz/PDF_surveillance/AnnualRpt/AnnualSurv/2018/2018AnnualNDReport_

FINAL.pdf 

https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/communicable-disease-

control-manual/tetanus 

https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/conditions-and-treatments/diseases-and-

illnesses/tetanus#:~:text=All%20babies%20in%20New%20Zealand,4%20and%2011%20yea

rs%20old. 

https://www.cdc.gov/tetanus/index.html#:~:text=Tetanus%20is%20an%20infection%20cause

d,open%20the%20mouth%20or%20swallow. 

 

Your right to seek a review 

 

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision. 

Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz 

or freephone 0800 802 602.  

  

Thank you for your request. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Jill Vintiner 

Joint General Manager Health and Environment Group – Health 

ESR 
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