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In 1933, the author found that the virus of equine encephalo
myelitis could be transmitted from animal to animal by the
mosquito Aedes aegypti. This constituted the first proof of the
ability of mosquitoes to transmit the disease . The results were
further interesting in that it was the first time that a filtrable
virus , preëminently neurotropic in character , was found to be
transmissible by mosquitoes . Since the publication of these
findings, the results have been confirmed by a number of investi
gators and , in addition , several other species of mosquitoes have
been proved capable of transmitting the virus .
In June , 1934 , Simmons , Reynolds and Cornell ' announced that

they had transmitted the western type virus of equine encephalo
myelitis from guinea pig to guinea pig through the agency of
Aedes albopictus . The details of their experiments were pub
lished in 1936.3
Merrill , Lacaillade and Ten Broeck , in September , 1934 , re

ported transmission of both the eastern and western virus by
Aedes sollicitans and the eastern type by Aedes cantator .
In May , 1935 , Madsen and Knowlton published the results of

experiments in which they indicated transmission of the western
type virus by Aedes nigromaculis and Aedes dorsalis. In a
footnote in connection with this report it was stated that there
was some question regarding the purity of the A. nigromaculis
employed , it being possible that some A. sollicitans were present .

However , in a later publication by Madsen , Knowlton and Rowe
additional experiments were reported in which apparently def
initely identified A. nigromaculis and A. dorsalis transmitted the
disease.
Early in 1935 , the author conducted several transmission tests

with the western type virus and Aedes vexans raised from eggs
contained in dried earth collected from areas where this species
of mosquito had been breeding . Considerable difficulty was ex
perienced in keeping these mosquitoes alive over the time period
ordinarily required in transmission experiments . However , out
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